2010-2011 Guatemala Project 
Information and Application

Schedule-January 4-15
The group will leave New York on January 6th and spend the following 10 days in Guatemala.  We will be in San Juan for most of the trip, but we will spend the first night in Antigua, the beautiful former capital of Guatemala.  

Days in San Juan are spent getting to know the women of Ixoqui Ajkeemaa’ and their children (as well as other San Juan residents), exploring the natural beauty of the Lake Atitlan area, and learning about Mayan culture and tradition. Free time is also available to see towns around the lake. 

Please keep in mind that all scheduling is tentative, and events may be shuffled due to events on the ground in San Juan.
------
January 4: Fly from NYC to Guatemala City.  Take a chartered shuttle bus to Antigua, where we will spend the night

January 5: Travel to San Juan La Laguna, meet the women of Ixoqui Ajkeemaa' and their children

January 6: Tour San Juan and surrounding villages

January 7: Community service day; picnic lunch with the women and their children

January 8: Hike “La Nariz” with Fredy: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RFr67RIjxlo

January 9: Mayan culture/Tz’utujil lesson; weaving lesson

January 10: Trip to Panajachel to visit Puente de Amistad (microfinance organization) and the market

January 11:  Mayan culture/Tz’utujil lesson in the morning; weaving lesson in the afternoon
January 12:  Mayan culture/Tz’utujil lesson in the morning; weaving lesson in the afternoon

January 13:  Trip to visit cooperatives that work with Puente de Amistad (Microfinance Org)
January 14:  Final meeting with residents of San Juan/San Pedro, Mayan candle-light ceremony, and fiesta with the women and children
January 15:  Fly back to NYC

General Guatemala and San Juan Info

Guatemalan culture can be very different from United States culture, so be

prepared for some culture shock.

1) Language-Unlike some other Spanish-speaking countries, the majority of the people in Guatemala, especially San Juan, do not speak English. Do not expect that English will be understood. Most of the older generations speak Tzutuhil, one of the 22 Mayan languages still spoken in Guatemala. The good news is most of the younger generation speak Spanish very well, and the Guatemalan accent is one of the easiest to understand in the Spanish-speaking world. If you are still learning Spanish, please do not be nervous to communicate. Many Guatemalan are still learning Spanish also, and they will appreciate your effort.

2) Manners-Guatemalan politeness can be extreme and unfamiliar to United States citizens, which can sometimes hinder communication. In San Juan, it is sometimes considered rude to answer “no,” even when that is the answer to the question. For this reason, it is best not to ask yes or no questions (for example, “What time does the bus come?” instead of “Does the bus come at nine?”) It is likely that you will not be corrected even if you are doing something rude or wrong, and that criticism or correction will be taken seriously. Please keep this in mind when asking for favors and communicating with our hosts.

Thanking is very important in Mayan culture. Usually, the entire group will take a

moment to thank you one by one with a short speech, and we will reciprocate.

Sometimes it is not even important that either of you is understood, but that the thanking

takes place. On the other hand, while in United State culture, saying “sorry” is usually

followed by an “it’s ok” or “don’t worry about it, whereas “I’m sorry” in Guatemala it is

usually followed by an “ok”.

3) Time and Scheduling: All the scheduling for this trip is tentative. Guatemalan idea of time is very different from New York City, and it is usually acceptable for events to start a half-hour to an hour late. Please be prepared to have flexible schedules and to be patient.

4) Pricing: When buying things at a market, it is almost always acceptable to bargain. This is expected and in no way rude. You will be charged more because you are a tourist. Sometimes this is institutionalized, as in the trip across Lago Atitlan, and sometimes it is simply added to your price. Besides this, San Juan is generally a welcoming area.

Safety

Safety will be a consideration in Guatemalan simply because we are tourists and

we will stick out. Remember to use your common sense. NEVER travel alone, even if

just to get breakfast in the morning. Don’t travel late into the night. Don’t carry large

amounts of money with you, or hold out large amounts of money at once. Do not be

loud or attract undue attention. Always carry contact information with you.

Please dress modestly. Whistling and making comments at women is generally

accepted in Guatemala. If this happens to you, ignore it as most Guatemalan women do. San Juan is not a very dangerous area and we do not anticipate any real safety problems. 

Trip Logistics
Costs per student

Please keep in mind that all these costs are approximation, and depend on various

factors. We strongly recommend that you round up when calculating costs. The

relationship of the dollar to the Guatemalan Quetzal is constantly changing, but usually

varies between 7.5 to 8.5 Quetzals for every dollar.

Program Fee: This is the fee for all the activities that we will be participating in San Juan. 

Flight: The Flight price is an approximation for round trip flight from New York City to

Guatemala City. Flight prices change daily; you are responsible for your own flight. We will set up airport pickups for all people arriving on the forth. If you wish to come beforehand, please note we can recommend transport but you must arrange it. 
Food: This depends on every student. We recommend that you bring extra money for

food, depending on your personal preferences. Usually, dinner in a nice restaurant

costs about 30 Quetzales, or about $5.00. Of course, buying food at a grocery store in

San Juan will be much cheaper than going to a restaurant every night. This depends on

your preferences and dietary needs.

Lodging: We will be staying in a hotel in San Juan. For a room with two beds it costs

about $3.00/person (lodging is charged per person, not per room). If you would like a

single room, it will cost more.

Travel: Travel from the airport to San Juan usually costs about $10/person. However, this depends on gas and the strength of the American dollar. The other $50 is used for

multiple crossing on Lago Atitlan to Panjachel, and various other small travel needs.

Approximate Costs:

Flight: $400-$600

Food: $ 100.00

Lodging: $30.00

Program Fee: $ 150  ($100+ $50 host family donation)
Travel in Guatemala: $50.00

Please keep in mind that this list doesn’t include banking fees charged for taking out

money, spending money, or any recreation you would like to do on free days. These are

completely up to you, and you know best how much or how little money you’d like to

spend on those things.

Weave A Dream 2009-2010 Project Application

Personal Information:

Name: 





School:

Graduation Year: 



Major:

E-mail Address: 



Phone Number:

Level of Spoken Spanish: (circle one) none     beginning    basic   conversational   fluent

Have you taken any formal Spanish classes? 
Yes


 No

If yes, at what level and how many? (Absolute beginners are okay!)
Have you travelled to or lived in a Spanish speaking country? Yes 

No

If yes, which ones, at what date and for how long?

Activities on and off campus:

Relevant Interests and Experience:

Do you have any special medical condition that we should know about? Yes 
No

Do you have any special dietary restrictions that we should know about? Yes 
No

Do you plan or being involved in Weave A Dream in the spring? Yes 

No

What level of involvement can you commit to?

Emergency Contact Info:

Name of first Contact: 



Relationship to Student:

E-mail Address: 




Phone Number:

Home Address:

Name of second Contact:



 Relationship to Student:

E-mail Address: 




Phone Number:

Home Address:

Note: On your arrival to Guatemala, your first contact is whom I will send the confirmation

e-mail to.

Essay: Please answer the following questions in 250 words or less:

1. Why do you want to go to Guatemala this winter break? What specific topic in

Guatemalan history, Mayan culture, or sustainable development would you like to find

out about?
2. How would you like to be involved in Weave A Dream in the future? What ideas do you have for our continued growth and what would you like to work on? 
Agreement:

Participation: The purpose of this trip is to help spread awareness about Weave A

Dream programs and for American student to learn about Mayan and Guatemalan

culture. If you are chosen to travel to Guatemala with us this Winter Break, you are

expected to participate in all group activities. Assocaición Adimat and our scholars have

been working very hard to prepare this program for this year, and we need to be as

respectful of their work and their culture as possible.

Drug Use: Unfortunately, the towns around San Juan La Laguna have many tourists

groups, some of which use illicit drugs. Drug use is not only illegal and dangerous in

Guatemala, but it sends a bad message to our hosts as to our purpose in Guatemala,

and lends itself to the idea of United States corruption of Guatemala through ignorant

tourists. Therefore, Weave A Dream will not accept any drug use from any participants

on this trip.

Post Trip Volunteering: We sincerely hope through experiencing Mayan and

Guatemalan culture in San Juan, you decide to play a major part in Weave A Dream

this spring. Because we have so many responsibilities to our counterparts in San Juan,

we ask for each participant to volunteer for at least a total of 5 hours of tabling upon

their return.

I understand and agree to all these requirements for Weave A Dream 2008-2009 trip:

Name:






 Signature:

Date:

Thanks so much for your submissions! We look forward to meeting you!

